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Catalysts for Change: Innovating 
Advocacy through Power Sharing and 
Transformational Leadership

The Conference  

The annual conferences bring together professionals from child 
welfare law and intersecting fields and further NACC’s mission by 
exchanging ideas, information, and collective efforts.

The theme of this year’s conference is Catalysts for Change: Innovating 

Advocacy through Power Sharing and Transformational Leadership. 
This theme underscores the need to rethink traditional advo-
cacy models, actively share power, and harness the creativity and 
resourcefulness of all involved in child welfare systems to drive lasting, 
meaningful practice and policy reform.

Conference sessions are designed for a national audience, including 
attorneys who represent children, parents, agencies, and kinship care-
givers, as well as judges and multidisciplinary professionals working 
in child welfare. Sessions will expand attendees’ understanding of the 
law, provide practical tools, and lend information and strategies for 
systems improvement.
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About NACC  

Founded in 1977, the National Association of Counsel for Children (NACC) is a nonprofit profes-
sional membership and advocacy organization dedicated to advancing justice for children, 
youth, and families. NACC has led the evolution of child welfare law from a cause to a profession 
by establishing child welfare as a specialty field requiring distinctive training, skills, and support. 
NACC trains and certifies attorneys who represent children, families, and agencies; supports a 
diverse community of professionals; and advocates for policy reform alongside young people 
and families. NACC helps lawyers provide quality legal representation to children, parents, and 
agencies, and advances policies that protect the rights of children, youth, and parents impacted 
by the child welfare system. Accredited by the American Bar Association to certify attorneys as 
Child Welfare Law Specialists (CWLS), NACC is nationally renowned in the legal community and 
the child welfare sector.

Our Mission

NACC advances children’s and parents’ rights by supporting a diverse, inclusive community of 
child welfare lawyers to provide zealous legal representation and by advocating for equitable, 
anti-racist solutions co-designed by people with lived experience.

Our Vision

Every child, parent, and family is well-supported in their community and has equitable access to 
justice through culturally responsive, client-centered legal representation.

The Hotel 

We are pleased to have our onsite conference at the Hilton Cleveland Downtown.

Hilton Cleveland Downtown 
100 Lakeside Avenue East 
Cleveland, OH 44114

The City 

Cleveland is a vibrant city that blends rich history, cultural attractions, and outdoor adventures. 
Nestled on the shores of Lake Erie, the city is home to the world-famous Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, 
the Cleveland Museum of Art, and a thriving food scene with top-notch restaurants and local 
breweries. Sports fans can catch a game at Progressive Field or Rocket Mortgage FieldHouse, 
while nature lovers can explore the scenic trails of the Cuyahoga Valley National Park just outside 
the city. With its mix of urban charm and natural beauty, Cleveland offers something for everyone!

Sponsor, Exhibit, Advertise 

Sponsorship, exhibiting, and advertising are excellent ways to promote your organization, 
products, and services to a wide range of multidisciplinary legal professionals serving children 
and families.

We offer the option to designate all or a portion of your sponsorship to scholarships for 
attendees with financial need, who are students, and/or who advance diversity in the child 
welfare legal profession.

About Page
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 Cleveland  Program Highlights
Onsite at the Hilton Cleveland Downtown REGISTER NOW! 

ONSITE Pre-Conference : Sunday, Aug 10, 2025

 9:00am – 4:30pm Red Book Training

 PRESENTER BETSY FORDYCE, JD, CWLS – Upstream Shifts, LLC

The Red Book Training is NACC’s signature training, designed to provide a comprehensive overview of child welfare 
law and practice as well as to assist attorneys in preparing for the Child Welfare Law Specialist (CWLS) certification 
exam. This one-day training is based on the 4th edition of Child Welfare Law and Practice: Representing Children, 
Parents, and Agencies in Neglect, Abuse, and Dependency Cases — more commonly known as the Red Book. 

The training will cover the following areas of the Red Book, as well as practice exam questions:

Overarching Legal Structure and Themes

Legal Case from Beginning to End

Discrete Issues

Lawyering Roles

Essential Lawyering Skills

Separate registration required  · Box lunch included

 9:00am – 4:30pm Red Book Training Tier 2: Trial Skills for Child Welfare Attorneys

 PRESENTERS SHANNON FELDER, JD, CWLS – National Association of Counsel for Children

JOSEPHINE VANDERHORST, JD, CWLS – National Association of Counsel for Children

Take your trial advocacy skills to the next level with RBT Tier 2: Trial Skills for Child Welfare Attorneys — an exclusive 
training designed to elevate trial practice for child welfare attorneys, including agency attorneys, prosecutors, parent 
attorneys, GAL attorneys, and children’s attorneys. This intensive program distills key principles from Chapters 35 and 
36 of the Red Book (Child Welfare Law and Practice, 4th Edition), providing you with essential strategies to enhance your 
courtroom performance. Learn how to conduct effective examinations and navigate evidentiary issues with confidence. 
Don’t miss this opportunity to strengthen your advocacy and deliver better outcomes for children and families.

Prerequisite: Completion of the in-person Red Book Training or online Red Book Training Course (Tier 1) 
or CWLS Certification

Topics to be covered:

Strategic Witness Preparation – Techniques to enhance witness credibility and confidence.

Maximizing Pretrial Motions and Stipulations – Leveraging procedural tools to strengthen your case before trial.

Mastering Direct and Cross-Examination of Fact Witnesses – Effective questioning strategies with emphasis on 
testimony by parents and agency social workers.

Expert Witness Examination Techniques – Building and challenging expert testimony to support your case.

Evidence Essentials: Admissibility and Objections – Navigating evidentiary rules to protect and present key evidence.

Navigating Child Testimony – Handling the complexities of questioning child witnesses with care and sensitivity.

Separate registration required  · Box lunch included · Limited to 40 attendees; no more than 5 per group
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 5:00pm – 6:00pm  CWLS Reception

 6:00pm – 8:30pm Self-Compassion Hike · Sponsored by Casey Family Programs

Back for a second year is our Self-Compassion Hike experience offered by our friends at Casey Family Programs. 
This experience will be a safe and stress-free way to spend an evening while at Conference. Our sponsors arrange 
everything, including transportation to a tranquil location where we can enjoy and experience nature, a boxed dinner, 
and a brief discussion on the benefits of nature experiences and connecting with our colleagues. Research is clear that 
humans benefit from time in nature, calming our minds and stimulating the senses. We also hope you will have some 
chats if you choose to meet new people, but also make room for silence if that is what you need on your walk. 

Important details: This experience is not intended to be a vigorous hike and so if you are looking for a serious burn, 
this one may not be for you. We will walk at a comfortable pace. The distance will be reasonable for about an hour’s 
time, but it can be shortened at any time with no worries. You will need comfortable shoes and water. You may want to 
consider long sleeves for bug-bite prevention. Temperatures average between 62–81 degrees.

Separate registration required for this free, limited-capacity event  

Meet in the lobby at 6:00pm; leaving promptly at 6:15pm

ONSITE Conference Day One : Monday, Aug 11, 2025

 7:30am - 5:30pm  Registration Desk Open

 8:00am – 5:00pm Exhibits

 8:00am – 8:30am Breakfast

 8:30am – 10:15am  Welcome and Plenary 1

 10:15am – 10:45am Break

 10:45am – 12:15pm Breakout Session A

 12:30pm –1:45pm Lunch / TBA

 2:00pm – 3:30pm Breakout Session B

 3:30pm – 4:00pm Break

 4:00pm – 5:30pm  Plenary 2

 5:30pm – 6:30pm Welcome Reception
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ONSITE Conference Day Two : Tuesday, Aug 12, 2025

 7:30am - 5:30pm  Registration Desk Open

 8:00am – 5:00pm Exhibits

 8:00am – 8:30am Breakfast

 8:30am – 10:00am  Plenary 3

 10:00am –10:30am Break

 10:30am – 12:00pm  Breakout Session C

 12:15pm – 1:45pm Annual Luncheon and Awards

 2:00pm –3:30pm Breakout Session D

 3:30pm – 4:00pm Break

 4:00pm – 5:30pm Breakout Session E

 6:00pm – 10:00pm  Evening Event

ONSITE Conference Day Three : Wednesday, Aug 13, 2025

 7:30am – 12:00pm  Registration Desk open

 8:00am – 12:00pm Exhibits

 8:00am – 8:30am Breakfast

 8:30am – 10:00am  Plenary 4

 10:00am –10:30am Break

 10:30am – 12:00pm  Closing Plenary 5
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 Online  Program Highlights
From the comfort of your home or office REGISTER NOW! 

ONLINE Conference Day 1 : Wednesday, Nov 12, 2025 All Times Eastern Standard

 11:00am – 12:45pm  Welcome and Online Plenary 1

 1:15pm – 2:45pm  Online Breakout A

 3:15pm – 4:45pm Online Breakout B

 5:15pm – 6:45pm  Online Plenary 2

ONLINE Conference Day 2 : Thursday, Nov 13, 2025 All Times Eastern Standard

 10:00am – 11:30am Online Breakout C

 12:00pm – 1:30pm  Online Breakout D

 2:00pm – 3:30pm  Online Plenary 3

 4:00pm – 5:30pm Online Breakout E

ONLINE Conference Day 3 : Friday, Nov 14, 2025 All Times Eastern Standard

 10:00am – 11:30am Online Plenary 4

 12:00pm – 1:30pm  Online Breakout F

 2:00pm – 3:30pm  Online Plenary 5

 4:00pm – 5:00pm Closing and Awards
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CLEVELAND, OH : AUG 11–13, 2025
PRE-CONFERENCE AUG 10

ONLINE : NOV 12–14, 2025

EARLY REGISTRATION 
IS NOW OPEN

REGISTER NOW
SAVE $100

 Cleveland  Registration REGISTER NOW TO SAVE $100! 

ONSITE AT THE HILTON CLEVELAND DOWNTOWN THROUGH 6/30/2025 STARTING 7/1/2025

CWLS $ 475 $ 475

NACC Member $ 500 $ 600

Nonmember $ 700 $ 800

CLEVELAND ADD-ON EVENTS (MORE TO COME!) 

PRE-CONFERENCE RED BOOK TRAINING

NACC Member $ 225

Nonmember $ 300

PRE-CONFERENCE RED BOOK TRAINING TIER 2: TRIAL SKILLS FOR CHILD WELFARE ATTORNEYS

CWLS and NACC Member $ 495 $ 550

Nonmember $ 575 $ 645

SELF-COMPASSION HIKE · SPONSORED BY CASEY FAMILY PROGRAMS Free

 
 Online  Registration REGISTER NOW TO SAVE $100! 

FROM THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME OR OFFICE THROUGH 9/30/2025 STARTING 10/1/2025

CWLS $ 275 $ 275

NACC Member $ 300 $ 400

Nonmember $ 500 $ 600

 

Conference Registration
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NACC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT

LaShanda Taylor Adams, JD
Legal Director | Children’s Law Center 
of Washington, DC | WASHINGTON, DC 

VICE PRESIDENT

Dawne Mitchell, JD
Attorney in Charge, Juvenile 
Rights Practice | The Legal 
Aid Society | NEW YORK, NY

TREASURER

Akin Abioye, Ed.D
Principal | Consulting for the 
Culture | BALTIMORE, MD

SECRETARY

Currey Cook, JD
Director of the Youth in Out-of-Home Care 
Project | Lambda Legal | NEW YORK, NY

PAST PRESIDENT

Leslie Starr Heimov, JD, CWLS
Executive Director | Children’s Law 
Center of California | MONTEREY PARK, CA

 
MEMBERS

Mickey Aberman, JD, MBA
James, McElroy, & Diehl, P.A. |  
CHARLOTTE, NC

Adeshola “Shola” Akintobi, 
CFRE, MBA, PhD Candidate
Associate Dean of Strategic Initiatives 
and Innovation | Howard University 
School of Law | MARYLAND

Kathryn Banks, JD
Associate Dean for Experiential 
Learning | Saint Louis University 
School of Law | SAINT LOUIS, MO

Janet Bledsoe, JD, LLM, CWLS
Director, Attorney ad Litem 
Program | Administrative O�ce 
of the Courts | FORT SMITH, AR

Hon. Karen Braxton, CWLS
Judge, Family Division – Juvenile Section | 
3rd Circuit Court of Michigan | DETROIT, MI

LilCrystal Dernier, MS, MNM
Community Engagement and 
Children’s Needs Coordinator | Voices 
for Children | MIAMI, FLORIDA

Sheri Freemont, JD
Managing Director | Casey Family 
Programs Judicial and National 
Engagement | DENVER, CO

Amy Harfeld, JD
National Policy Director & Senior Sta� 
Attorney | Children’s Advocacy Institute, 
USD School of Law | WASHINGTON, DC

Priya Konings, JD 
Senior Director, Field Operations |  
Kids in Needs of Defense, Inc. (KIND) |  
WASHINGTON, DC/MARYLAND

Yali Lincroft, MBA
Vice President, Philanthropic Services |  
Whittier Trust | SEATTLE, WA

Meghna Roy, MBA
Technology Executive | TEXAS

David Smith, JD
Partner | O’Melveny & Myers, LLP |  
LOS ANGELES, CA

Dan Wilde, JD
Attorney | Steamboat Law, LLC |  
CHEYENNE, WY

NACC EMERITUS BOARD

Candace Barr, JD, CWLS 
Legal Aid Center of Southern 
Nevada | HENDERSON, NV 

Donald C. Bross, JD, Ph.D.
Professor of Pediatrics (Family Law), 
Associate Director for Pediatric Law, 
Policy and Ethics | Kempe Center for 
the Prevention and Treatment of Child 
Abuse and Neglect | AURORA, CO

John B. Ciccolella, JD
Ciccolella Family Law, P.C. | 
COLORADO SPRINGS, CO

Robert Fellmeth, JD
Executive Director / Professor |  
University of San Diego Law 
School, Children’s Advocacy 
Institute | SAN DIEGO, CA

John Myers, JD
Visiting Professor of Law |  
UC College of Law | SAN FRANCISCO, CA

Henry J. Plum, JD
Attorney & Consultant | NEW BERLIN, WI

Janet G. Sherwood, JD, CWLS
Deputy Director | Advokids |  
CORTE MADERA, CA

John H. Stuemky, MD (Retired)
Associate Professor, Child Protection 
Team | Children’s Hospital at OU 
Medical Center | OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 

Sonia C. Velazquez
Consultant | CHICAGO, IL 

Chris Wu, JD
Director of Government Relations |  
National Center for State Courts |  
ARLINGTON, VA

NACC STATE 
COORDINATORS

AL : Stephen “Steve” Schofield, JD

AK : Samantha “Reux” Stearns, JD

AR : Chrishuana Taggart, JD

AZ : Jillian Aja, JD

CA : Dean Conklin, JD, CWLS

CO : Ashley Chase, JD, CWLS

DE : Stephanie Reid, JD, CWLS

DC : Keely A. Magyar, JD, CWLS

FL : Taylor Sartor, JD

GA : Emma Hetherington, JD, CWLS

ID : Jessalyn Hopkin, JD

IN : Rachel Vilensky, JD, CWLS

IA : Ellen Ramsey-Kacena, JD, CWLS

KS : Kerrie Lonard, JD

LA : Rebecca May-Ricks, JD, CWLS

ME : Taylor Kilgore, JD

MD : Richard A. Perry, JD

MI : Esther F. Flowers, JD

MS : Jennifer Morgan, JD, CWLS

MO : Katie Wiehl, JD, CWLS

MT : Sarah Chase Rosario, JD, CWLS

NV : Angela Cook, JD

NH : Lisa Wolford, JD

NJ : Neha Gogate, JD

NM : Beth A. Gillia, JD, MA

NY : Melissa Paul-Franklyn, JD

OH : Jennifer Reed, JD

OK : Timothy Michaels-Johnson, JD

OR : Cathy Ouellette, JD, CWLS

PA : Nesta N. Johnson, JD

SC : Margaret Bodman, JD

TN : Stacie Odeneal, JD, CWLS

TX : Crystal Le�-Pinon, JD

UT : Dianne Balmain, JD, CWLS

VT : Matthew Bernstein, JD

VA : Valerie L’Herrou, JD

WA : Bailey Zydek, JD

WV : Cathy Bond Wallace, JD

WI : Adam Zaiger, JD

WY : Cynthia Sweet, JD, CWLS

NACC STAFF

Kim Dvorchak, JD
Chief Executive O�cer 

Ginger Burton
Certification Administrator 
& Technical Writer

Shannon Felder, JD, CWLS
Training Director

Allison Green, JD, CWLS
Legal Director

Edenne Gross
Membership and Sales Assistant 

Kennedy McGhee
National Law School Student Organizer

Evan Molinari
Communications Manager

Breanna Smith, MSW
Policy and Communications Associate

Daniel Trujillo
Director of Certification, 
Sales, and Technology

Josephine Vanderhorst, JD, CWLS
Senior Sta� Attorney

Natalece Washington,JD, CWLS
Policy Counsel

Sara Willis, MA
Business and Conference Manager

WE ARE

NACC NATIONAL ADVISORY 
COUNCIL ON CHILDREN’S  
LEGAL REPRESENTATION

Alistair, MSW
MISSOURI

Gina Cabiddu, MSW
WASHINGTON

Arique Dross III, JD
NEW YORK

Parker, MSW
CALIFORNIA

Kristen Powell, BS
OREGON

Danielle Whittaker, JD
GEORGIA

TOGETHER WE ARE
PROMOTING EXCELLENCE
BUILDING COMMUNITY
ADVANCING JUSTICE

We Are NACC
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2026

August 11  
thru August 13
Pre-Conference Aug 10

Portland, Oregon

2027

August 5  
thru August 7
Pre-Conference Aug 4

Denver, Colorado

SAVE THE 
DATES FOR 
2026 & 2027!
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