
Child welfare law is complex and ever-changing,  

and the practice of representing children, parents,  

and agencies in dependency cases requires extensive knowledge and skill 

in both legal and non-legal subjects. The need for up-to-date specialized 

resources is more crucial now than ever before. Child Welfare Law and 

Practice: Representing Children, Parents, and Agencies in Neglect, Abuse, and 

Dependency Cases, 4th Edition — more commonly known as “the Red Book” — 

serves as a reference guide, a study source, and an essential tool for all child 

welfare practitioners, especially lawyers.

Red Book 4 was edited by Josh Gupta-Kagan, LaShanda Taylor Adams,  

Melissa Dorris Carter, Kristen Pisani-Jacques, and Vivek S. Sankaran. New 

contributors, fresh content, and a revised book structure differentiate this 

latest edition, which includes new chapters on LGBTQ+ youth, racial justice, 

representing parents and children with disabilities, multidisciplinary  

advocacy, preventive legal representation,  

crossover youth, child trafficking, and more!
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THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 

OF COUNSEL FOR CHILDREN:

 #PromotesExcellence 

by providing programs 

and resources that 

improve the quality of 

legal representation for 

children, parents and 

agencies.

 #BuildsCommunity 

by supporting a 

national community 

of hard-working and 

dedicated child welfare 

professionals, and by 

helping attract and retain 

diverse talent in the 

children’s legal advocacy 

profession.

 #AdvancesJustice  

by advocating for policies 

that advance children’s 

rights, opportunities, and 

well-being, including the 

right to counsel.

ORDER YOUR  
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 NACC Members: $149
 Non-Members: $199
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RED BOOK 4TH EDITION

Here’s a sneak peek of the topics and themes in the new edition of Child Welfare Law and Practice: Representing 

Children, Parents, and Agencies in Neglect, Abuse, and Dependency Cases:

S E C T I O N  I

Overarching Legal Structure and Themes
INTRODUCTION : Justice as the Through Line

a. Ivory K. Bennett, M.Ed.
b. Corey B. Best

CHAPTER  1  : Constitutional Right to Family Integrity 
a. Josh Gupta-Kagan, JD

CHAPTER  2  : History of Child Protection Law
a. Mical Raz, MD, PhD, MSHP

CHAPTER  3  : Federal Child Welfare Legislation
a. Melissa D. Carter, JD 

CHAPTER  4  : Racial Justice
a. Tanya Asim Cooper, MA, JD, LLM, CWLS

CHAPTER  5  : Parents and Children with Disabilities 
a. Robyn M. Powell, PhD, JD

CHAPTER  6  : LGBTQ+ Justice
a. M. Currey Cook, JD
b. Shannan L. Wilber, JD

CHAPTER  7  : Indian Child Welfare Act
a. Matthew L.M. Fletcher, JD
b. Kathryn E. Fort, JD

S E C T I O N  I I

Legal Case from Beginning to End
CHAPTER  8  : CPS Investigations Overview

a. Antonio R. Garcia, PhD, MSW
b. Justin D. Miller, PhD, MSW, CSW

CHAPTER  9  : Parents’ Rights in Child Protective 
Services Investigations

a. Diane L. Redleaf, JD

CHAPTER  10  : Removal Standards and Reasonable Efforts
a. Christopher E. Church, JD, MS, CWLS
b. Monique B. Mitchell, PhD, FT

CHAPTER  11  : Adjudication: Defining Abuse and Neglect
a. Josh Gupta-Kagan, JD
b. Melissa A. Paul-Franklyn, JD

CHAPTER  12  : Disposition & Reunification 
a. Sacha M. Coupet, JD, PhD

CHAPTER  13  : Establishing Legal Permanence for the Child 
a. LaShanda Taylor Adams, JD

CHAPTER  14  : Terminating a Child’s Relationship with their Parent
a. Vivek S. Sankaran, JD, CWLS

CHAPTER  15  : Appellate Advocacy
a. Amy Mulzer, JD

S E C T I O N  I I I

Discrete Issues
CHAPTER  16  : Educational Advocacy 

a. Kele M. Stewart, JD

CHAPTER  17  : Foster Parent Rights, Roles, and Responsibilities
a. David P. Kelly, JD, MA

CHAPTER  18  : Representing Non-Offending Parents
a. Vivek S. Sankaran, JD, CWLS

CHAPTER  19  : Preventing Crossover and 
Representing Dual-Status Youth

a. Brittany Mobley, JD

CHAPTER  20  : Mental Health Evaluations and 
Treatment for Parents and Children

a. Joshua B. Kay, JD, PhD

CHAPTER  21  : Confidentiality 
a. Ann M. Haralambie, JD, CWLS

CHAPTER  22  : Representing Transition Aged Youth
a. Jenny K. Pokempner, JD  

CHAPTER  23  : Child Trafficking 
a. Brian J. Atkinson, JD
b. Emma M. Hetherington, JD, CWLS

CHAPTER  24  : Collaborative Processes and Family Engagement
a. Kelly Browe Olson, JD, LLM

CHAPTER  25  : Interstate Issues
a. Betsy Kramer, JD

CHAPTER  26  : Collateral Proceedings
a. Meredith L. Alexander, JD, CWLS
b. Patsy Moore, JD, CWLS

CHAPTER  27  : Immigration Issues: Representing Children and 
Parents Who Are Not United States Citizens

a. David B. Thronson, JD
b. Veronica T. Thronson, JD

CHAPTER  28  : Social Security Benefits and Child Protection
a. Kristen B. Ornato, JD, LSW

S E C T I O N  I V

Lawyering Roles
CHAPTER  29  : Lawyers for the Agency

a. Andrea M. Khoury, JD 

CHAPTER  30  : Lawyers for Parents
a.  Jeyanthi (Jey) Rajaraman, JD

CHAPTER  31  : Lawyers for Children 
a. Allison E. Green, JD, CWLS
b. Kristen Pisani-Jacques, JD, CWLS
c. Cristal Ramirez, MS

CHAPTER  32  : Preventative Legal Advocacy 
a. Vivek S. Sankaran, JD, CWLS

CHAPTER  33  : Multidisciplinary Advocacy 
a. Jillian K. Cohen, LCSW 
b. Maleeka L. Jihad (MJ), MSW

CHAPTER  34  : Trauma and the Child Protection System
a. Deeya Haldar, JD 
b. Sarah Katz, JD

S E C T I O N  V

Essential Lawyering Skills
CHAPTER  35  : Trial Skills

a. Kristen Pisani-Jacques, JD, CWLS

CHAPTER  36  : Special Evidentiary Issues
a. Jerry Bruce, JD
b. Diana Rugh Johnson, JD, MS, CWLS

CHAPTER  37  : Achieving Large-Scale Change 
Through Systems Advocacy

a. Melissa D. Carter, JD
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